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Zen Masters of China presents more than 300 traditional Zen stories and koans, far more than any other
collection. Retelling them in their proper place in Zen's historical journey through Buddhist Chinese culture,
it also tells a larger story: how, in taking the first step east from India to China, Buddhism began to be Zen.

The stories of Zen are unlike any other writing, religious or otherwise. Used for centuries by Zen teachers as
aids to bring about or deepen the experience of awakening, they have a freshness that goes beyond religious
practice and a mystery and authenticity that appeal to a wide range of readers.

Placed in chronological order, these stories tell the story of Zen itself, how it traveled from West to East with
each Zen master to the next, but also how it was transformed in that journey, from an Indian practice to
something different in Chinese Buddhism (Ch'an) and then more different still in Japan (Zen). The fact that
its transmission was so human, from teacher to student in a long chain from West to East, meant that the
cultures it passed through inevitably changed it.

Zen Masters of China is first and foremost a collection of mind-bending Zen stories and their wisdom. More
than that, without academic pretensions or baggage, it recounts the genealogy of Zen Buddhism in China
and, through koan and story, illuminates how Zen became what it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Rasmussen:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Zen Masters Of China: The
First Step East book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Dorothy Payne:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Zen Masters Of China: The First Step East book is readable simply by
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected
with Zen Masters Of China: The First Step East content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So
, do you even now thinking Zen Masters Of China: The First Step East is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Robert Shaw:

The publication with title Zen Masters Of China: The First Step East includes a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

This Zen Masters Of China: The First Step East is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Zen
Masters Of China: The First Step East in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this
reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt this?
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