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This book, first published in 1986, presents a radical challenge to socialist orthodoxy, subjecting a key
component of that orthodoxy – Marxism – to sustained criticism. Les Johnston argues that Marxism cannot
provide the foundations for a rigorous socialist theory or an effective socialist politics. A fundamental
element of this criticism is the suggestion that the problem of ‘reductionism’ which has preoccupied Marxists
is a red herring. Marxism’s problem is not its reductionism but its theoretical incoherence. Marxism is not
‘deterministic’, for there is invariably an indeterminate relationship between the materialism it invokes and
the forms of politics it adopts. However, materialism is an obstacle to socialist theory. The contradictions and
failures of Marxist class analysis suggest that the class concept is inadequate to the demands that socialists
continue to place on it. It is not merely class which is problematic, however, but the conception of political
interests which is associated with it. Even recent Marxist ‘revisionists’ who dispense with class primacy are
unwilling to come to terms with the question of how socialist political interests are constituted. Socialist
theory has to recognise the varied forces and interests on ‘the left’, and an effective socialism will have to be
a pluralistic one. This means there can be no general theory of socialism, since a pluralistic socialism has to
be able to adjust to varying social conditions.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Crider:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Routledge Library Editions: Marxism: Marxism, Class
Analysis and Socialist Pluralism (RLE Marxism): A Theoretical and Political Critique of Marxist
Conceptions of Politics. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important the book Routledge Library Editions: Marxism: Marxism, Class Analysis and Socialist
Pluralism (RLE Marxism): A Theoretical and Political Critique of Marxist Conceptions of Politics. You can
add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Jeffery Fulmer:

The book Routledge Library Editions: Marxism: Marxism, Class Analysis and Socialist Pluralism (RLE
Marxism): A Theoretical and Political Critique of Marxist Conceptions of Politics make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Routledge Library Editions: Marxism: Marxism, Class Analysis and Socialist Pluralism (RLE Marxism): A
Theoretical and Political Critique of Marxist Conceptions of Politics to get your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open and read a guide Routledge Library Editions: Marxism: Marxism, Class Analysis
and Socialist Pluralism (RLE Marxism): A Theoretical and Political Critique of Marxist Conceptions of
Politics. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Rosemary Lafleur:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Routledge Library Editions:
Marxism: Marxism, Class Analysis and Socialist Pluralism (RLE Marxism): A Theoretical and Political
Critique of Marxist Conceptions of Politics book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Megan Urick:

The book untitled Routledge Library Editions: Marxism: Marxism, Class Analysis and Socialist Pluralism



(RLE Marxism): A Theoretical and Political Critique of Marxist Conceptions of Politics is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
will get the e-book of Routledge Library Editions: Marxism: Marxism, Class Analysis and Socialist
Pluralism (RLE Marxism): A Theoretical and Political Critique of Marxist Conceptions of Politics from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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