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On the afternoon of December 30, 1903, during a sold-out matinee performance, a fire broke out in

Chicago’s Iroquois Theatre. In the short span of twenty minutes, more than six hundred people, two thirds of

whom were women and children, were asphyxiated, burned, or trampled to death in a panicked mob’s failed

attempt to escape. A century after the fire—the deadliest in American history—Nat Brandt provides the only

detailed chronicle of this horrific event to assess not only the titanic tragedy of the fire itself but also the

municipal corruption and greed that kindled the flames beforehand and the political cover-ups hidden in the

smoke and ash afterwards.

 

Advertised as “absolutely fireproof,” the Iroquois was Chicago’s most modern playhouse when it opened in

the fall of 1903. With the approval of the city’s building department, theater developers Harry J. Powers and

William J. Davis opened the theater prematurely to take full advantage of the holiday crowds, ignoring

flagrant safety violations in the process. During the matinee on this particular Wednesday, all 1,724 seats

were filled and an additional two hundred people were standing.

 

Midway through the second act, a spark from a defective light ignited a drop curtain and the blaze spread

quickly to the scenery. Roof vents designed to handle smoke and heat were sealed off, and the fire curtain

snagged before it could shield the audience from danger. A blast of gaseous fumes shot across the auditorium

from an open stage door and asphyxiated hundreds of theatergoers almost instantly. Others were trampled or

burned to death in the panic that ensued as they struggled to escape through locked exits, succeeding only in

piling body upon body as the flames closed in.

 

For days afterward, Chicago mourned as relatives and friends searched hospitals for missing loved ones. The

aftermath of the fire proved to be a study in the miscarriage of justice. Despite overwhelming evidence that

the building was not complete, that fire safety laws were ignored, and that management had deliberately

sealed off exits during the performance, no one was ever convicted or otherwise held accountable for the

enormous loss of life.

 

Lavishly illustrated and featuring an introduction by Chicago historians Perry R. Duis and Cathlyn

Schallhorn, Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 is rich with vivid details about this

horrific disaster, captivatingly presented in human terms without losing sight of the broader historical

context.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Davis:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Chicago
Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Stacee Stern:

The reason? Because this Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Laveta Blodgett:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Chicago
Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Edward Orr:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois
Theatre Fire of 1903 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of
1903 can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
the time.



Download and Read Online Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois
Theatre Fire of 1903 Nat Brandt #VDZN73AYBX8



Read Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 by
Nat Brandt for online ebook

Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 by Nat Brandt Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 by Nat Brandt books to read online.

Online Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 by Nat Brandt ebook
PDF download

Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 by Nat Brandt Doc

Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 by Nat Brandt Mobipocket

Chicago Death Trap: The Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903 by Nat Brandt EPub


